Tension pneumocephalus following transsphenoid surgery for pituitary adenoma - report of two cases.
Occurrence of symptomatic pneumocephalus following transsphenoid surgery is a rare event. Two cases of symptomatic pneumocephalus were observed in our series of 480 transsphenoidal surgeries. The first case reported presented with a head injury 4 years earlier and had a left frontotemporal haematoma evacuation. He underwent surgery for sellar mass extending into suprasellar region. He developed postoperative CSF rhinorrhea and in spite of conservative therapy, developed progressive visual deterioration necessitating a re-exploration and repair leading to resolution of the neurological deficits. The second case presented with delayed CSF rhinorrhea leading to rapid alteration in sensorium, requiring external ventricular drainage. The leak subsided without any further surgical intervention.